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1. Executive Summary 

 

This project description outlines an extension of the rooms in the house Berggasse 19 owned by the 
Sigmund Freud Foundation. Here is where Sigmund Freud lived for 47 years, here is where a shall be 
established which has the infrastructure and space to reflect Freud’s international standing on a more 
appropriate level than it is possible on today’s over-staffed and worn premises. 

The projected extension provides a long-term secure basis for library, archive and museum, thus guar-
anteeing a high-quality and didactically sound museum affiliated with scientific projects and events. 

Since 1971, the Sigmund Freud Museum welcomes visitors at Berggasse 19 in Vienna’s ninth district 
and has attracted more than 1.3 million guests until today. The museum houses Europe’s largest li-
brary on Psychoanalysis with 35.000 volumes as well as an archive containing 50.000 objects. At time 
of opening, the museum consisted of a memorial room and a small reference library only and has 
grown to its actual size over the past decades. 

The extension offers the museum the possibility to match Sigmund Freud’s rapidly grown international 
importance and create a forum for visitors and scholarly events to discuss the founder of one of the 
most influential sciences worldwide. Having regained its status as a city of psychotherapy over the past 
years, Vienna could benefit from an extended and appropriately equipped Sigmund Freud House to 
improve its worldwide reputation. 

The plan calculates an investment volume of EUR 5.21 million (approx. USD 6.6 million on Dec. 2nd, 
2008). The necessary public funding is calculated as well as raised running expenses caused by the 
extended house. The financing of the extension is shared between the City of Vienna and the Austrian 
Government alongside the funding practice during the past years. 

An increase of earnings from business activity is anticipated, the ratio of own resources and public fund-
ing is re-adjusted to the level of 2002. The growing expenses since 2002 could be met with increased 
income from sponsorships and museum earnings, which led to a proportionate decrease of funding by 
the Austrian Government. Even after the expected increase of public funding is taken into account the 
SF Museum will remain one of the cultural institutions in Austria with the highest proportion of income 
generated from business activities 
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2. The Project 

 

Today the house at Berggasse 19 is synonymous with one name worldwide: Sigmund Freud. He was 
the founder of the revolutionary human science that fundamentally transformed our understanding of 
mental processes – psychoanalysis. During the last twenty years, the house in Vienna’s ninth district 
has developed into an internationally recognized institution that is unique in Austria. 

With this world-famous address, Austria is responsible for a very special cultural legacy: Freud under-
stood himself as a pioneer of his era, leaving behind the narrow confines of individual scientific disci-
plines to venture into uncharted territory. For 47 years he labored at Berggasse 19 on a new concep-
tion of the life of the psyche, until he was forced to flee his home in 1938 on account of National So-
cialism. Thus this address stands – concretely and symbolically – for the responsible handling of his-
torical dreams, solution-oriented conflict strategies and models of interdisciplinary scientific thinking. 

The Sigmund Freud Foundation, which is based at Berggasse 19, has long since become a globally 
recognized center of scholarship. On a variety of levels it promotes the exchange of knowledge con-
cerning Vienna and its scientific history while nurturing contemporary interaction between psycho-
analysis and other disciplines. The museum and the research library provide an ideal basis for this 
endeavor. The institution sees itself as an interface between tradition and future research, positioning 
itself as a transdisciplinary forum in the fields of international culture and scholarship. 

Since receiving the entire building as an endowment, the Foundation has succeeded in adding 846 m2 
deriving from former residential apartments to the 710 m2 in use to date. This development presents 
the Sigmund Freud Foundation, the Republic of Austria and the City of Vienna with the challenge of 
setting an internationally visible signal in 2009 on the 70th anniversary of Freud’s death. Concretely it 
entails preserving and renovating Berggasse 19 to house a 1,500-m2 facility. Achieving this aim would 
establish a clear path for the future of the Freud House, facilitating the expansion of the museum and 
the library as an active research institute and thereby taking initiative toward providing an adequate 
home for the furtherance of knowledge once exiled from Austria. 

The current situation represents a unique opportunity and an obligation to promote the continuing 
growth and long-term preservation of an institution that has already earned respect and recognition 
worldwide across all geographic and cultural borders and to anchor it in Vienna. The Sigmund Freud 
House can become an internationally known symbol of Austria’s great cultural legacy and of the sig-
nificance accorded by City of Vienna and the Republic of Austria to knowledge once driven into exile. 

 

2.1. Areas of Focus 

 

The museum section serves to inform visitors on Sigmund Freud’s life, ideas and theoretical princi-
ples. A permanent exhibition incorporating multimedia resources and making use of current didactic 
knowledge provides insight into Freud’s significance and into the development of his theories. A new 
museum doing justice to the worldwide importance of the historic site will combine the original setting, 
as well as furnishings and objects that were present in the apartment until 1938, with a forward-looking 
museological concept. 

Special exhibitions complement the new presentation of the historic rooms where Freud lived and 
worked, whereby selected exhibitions shown internationally draw attention to Vienna and Austria, 
serving to integrate their cultural legacy into contemporary discourses. 

The research center, based around Europe’s largest specialty library for psychoanalysis, is being ex-
panded. Through the enlargement and reorganization of the facility, this knowledge resource can de-
velop into the central European hub for information pertaining to psychoanalysis, providing both virtual 
and personal visitors with archive materials and with all current and historical publications in the field. 
Additionally, the creation of post-doc scholarships represents an essential step in intensifying national 
and international support for promising young scholars. 

Newly established fellowships, awarded in cooperation with various university institutes, promote the 
interdisciplinary character and research approach of psychoanalysis and strengthen contact with cur-
rent discourses in international psychoanalytic research. The existing cooperation with the Austrian 
Fulbright Commission in offering a guest professorship could be expanded, using its existing re-
sources to intensify contact not only with the USA, but with other countries as well. 



5 

Hosting lectures, seminars and congresses, the Sigmund Freud House serves as an open discussion 
forum for relevant issues of current interest. Modern conference rooms offer a unique setting for inter-
national meetings at Berggasse 19. 

A collection of contemporary art links psychoanalysis with the conceptual art of the 20th and 21st centu-
ries. Works by artists such as Joseph Kosuth, Franz West, John Baldessari and Jenny Holzer become 
the point of departure for interaction between art and psychoanalysis.  

An interdisciplinary approach to current issues facilitates a continuance of cultural and scientific cri-
tique in the tradition of Sigmund Freud, whereby psychoanalysis and topics relating to it are linked to 
varying perspectives of current discussion. Themes related to cognitive science, art, ethics, cultural 
studies and postcolonial studies play a central role in the presentation and research program of the 
Sigmund Freud House. 
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2.2. Steric configuration  

The main gate with the historic 
portal will stay the access to the 
Sigmund Freud House. New confer-
ence rooms to the right of the main 
entrance (until now Lounge 
Berggasse 19) dispose of a 
separate entrance in the house 
front. 

The guests walk through via the   
doorway to the court, where a new, 
roofed atrium hosts the ticketing 
area, the cloak room, coffee-shop 
and a museum shop. Storage 
rooms for the library as well as the 
house automation and utilities are in 
new basement rooms. 

After the ticket purchase the way 
leads back inside the house and 
into historic staircase. People not 
able to walk the stairs use the 
elevator in the court. 

The raised ground floor, now office 
rooms, will be used to present 
multimedia information on Freud’s 
life and work in the historic rooms of 
his first practice. So all rooms where 
Sigmund Freud lived and worked 
will be accessible to the public. 

Afterwards, visitors will walk the 
same stairway as Freud’s patients 
to reach the next floor. The entire 
mezzanine will be presented in a 
new-compilated museum collection – the present museum rooms will be expanded into Freud’s pri-
vate apartment, which is now used for the library. 

The future utilisation for the first floor will be the reading room for the library and the office rooms as 
well as cubicles for scholarly activities in the framework of the library. The library objects will be placed 
in the basement below the ticketing zone. In case this is technically impossible, there is an alternative 
in the top floor, which will also house a guest apartment. Basement and top floor will be connected to 
the library via a goods lift. 

The combination of office and library/cubicles/science allows the use of synergies by establishing 
common working and conference facilities. 
Visitors of both the museum and the library will take the modern stairs in the court to leave the house 
through the shop and the doorway. 
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3. Uniqueness of the Sigmund Freud Museums 

There are three museums on locations with relevance for Freud worldwide: his birthplace in the Czech 
city of Pribor, the house in London where he spent the last year of his life, and the Sigmund Freud 
Museum at Berggasse, where he developed his theories and lived for 47 years. 

The house in Vienna attracted 
70.000 visitors in 2007, more 
than the two places of 
remembrance combined. This 
is due to the vicinity of 
Berggasse 19 to the city 
centre of Vienna as well as 
the efforts in increasing 
professionalism during the 
last years. 

No other museum in Vienna 
focuses on the same or a 
similar subject, so there is no 
direct competitor in the city. 

The Sigmund Freud Museum 
has several unique features: 
Here is where the founder of 
Psychoanalysis spent most of 
his life – no other place in 
Vienna has such a strong 
connection with Freud, his 
environment is still palpable in the rooms, which are preserved in their substance. 

The combination of Europe’s largest library on Psychoanalysis, scholarly events, and exhibitions es-
tablishes a worldwide unique place of scientific discussion and at the same time commemoration of 
and learning about one of mankind’s most influential scientists. 

Usually staying for only a couple of days, tourists in Vienna usually visit only a part of the sights they 
originally intended to see. So offering a specific experience is more and more a crucial goal for muse-
ums in the city. 

This background shows the importance of a renovation and extension of the actual rooms: In a new 
and extended form, the museum can keep its large attendance during the next decades and continue 
increasing its scientific standing, which is closely linked to the quality of infrastructure. 
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5. Final remark – activities and arrangements 
 

This paper offers an overview of the constructional implications and financing plan, and points out the 
underlying motivation for this project: to establish a long-lasting and safe foundation for an interdiscipli-
nary science centre of distinction, a library of significance to the international scholarly establishment 
and a museum living up to the global importance of Sigmund Freud. 

Austria and especially Vienna have the chance to keep and reinforce their status as a venue for science 
and bearer of responsibility toward the past and toward expelled knowledge. The Republic of Austria 
and the City of Vienna have the opportunity to prove their respect for cultural heritage. 

Besides the needs of an extension due to the growing interest in Sigmund Freud and the museum, the 
paper also explains the possibilities an extended and renovated Sigmund Freud House can offer. 

The calculations show that the financing of the reconstruction is feasible as well as the funding of day-
to-day operations. Support both from the city and the republic is calculated in the same ways as it was 
done in 2002. The Foundation recognises the necessity to increase earnings generated by the museum 
and the shop. Raising income from sponsorships and private donations will be focussed. An extended 
Sigmund Freud House will not only generate more public interest but also attract more visitors than now 
– the experience at Berggasse 19 will be even more interesting and intense as it is today. 

Investing in the Sigmund Freud House does not only mean funding a cultural project with public value, 
but is also a sign of responsibility towards the significance of the historic address Berggasse 19 

and Sigmund Freud’s heritage. On the basis of the present paper, the Sigmund Freud Foundation in-
tends not only to conserve this historic location, but also to interrelate it with future contents and ques-
tions. 
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