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Islam and Psychoanalysis

Except for a fleeting quote, in «Moses and Monotheism», which is somehow
problematic, Islam played no role in Freud’s thinking on monotheism. After Freud, this
exclusion continued to characterize the relationship between Islam and psychoanalysis,
although nowadays Islam tends receive more consideration in psychoanalytic work.

On the one hand, this situation is a significant aspect of the fact that Islam, unlike
Judaism or European Christianity, was never confronted with modern subjectivity. We could
say that Islam’s psychic destructurationis conducted in a gap that makes its current crisis
specific. On the other hand, the inclusion of Islam tends to complicate some of the questions
Freud was dealing with, such as the relationship between God and the father in monotheism.
It requires, in particular, new reasoning in discerning psychic religiosity and the formation of
social attitudes toward religion, as well as their historical relationship.
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